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This paper, with the two-times alteration of Chinese social economic role 
during two important transitional time as focuses, relates the great change of the 
Chinese social economy in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) against the background 
of the political change after 1945. Before 1975, Chinese capital entrepreneurship 
and skilled manpower in South Vietnam, especially in Ho Chi Minh City played 
an important role in the development of Vietnamese domestic market and 
international trade. After 1975, however, Chinese participation in South 
Vietnamese economy underwent a decline brought about by the socialist 
transformation of the South and the exodus of capital. However, the ethnic 
Chinese business gradually recovered under Doi Moi, which is was the 
programme of economic and political reforms in Vietnam. The improved 
economic and diplomatic relationship between Vietnam with China was also of 
great help. There is evidence that the Chinese were once again contributing 
significantly to the expansion of internal markets and capital accumulation of 
small-scale industrial. Those facts have gradually led to the resumption of the 
roles once played by the ethnic Chinese in Ho Chi Minh City’s economy. This 
paper is an attempt to grapple with some aspects relating to the policies of 
Vietnam and the historical development of Sino-Vietnamese relation. It also 
considers the overseas connection of the Vietnamese Chinese and their bearings 
on the economic role and public feelings.  
The paper is composed of six chapters except the introduction. 















introduction of Vietnam and the economic vicissitude of the Chinese in Vietnam. 
Chapter 3 is the scan of the ethnic Chinese in the socio-economic life of Saigon 
from 1945 to 1975. Chapter 4 and Chapter 5 are the hard core of this paper. 
Chapter 4 concerns the ethnic Chinese social economy in Ho Chi Minh City 
from 1975 to 1986. Two questions are involved. One is the doubly affection of 
the institutional transform and excludable policy. The other is the staunch 
viability showed by the adapted Chinese economy under compulsion. The 
content of Chapter 5 is the ethnic Chinese community’s social economy in Ho 
Chi Minh City after 1986. Two questions are emphasized here. The first is the 
favorable turn for the ethnic Chinese under Doi Moi in Vietnam. The second is 
the investment of the ethnic Chinese in Ho Chi Minh City under the economic 
global tidal wave. Based on the conclusion of the whole paper, Chapter 6 
explores three problems. First is the future development of the ethnic Chinese in 
Vietnam from the perspective of relationship between nations. The second is still 
the future development of the ethnic Chinese in Vietnam, but from the 
perspective of Sino-Vietnamese relationship. The last one concerns the matters 
restricting the ethnic Chinese in Vietnamese economy. 
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